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KEY NOTE ADDRESS AT THE AGM 
Nursing Education in the past .------,,.---­

was limited to a three-year course after
which a certificate of proficiency or a
diploma certificate was awarded by the
Director of Health Services. This award
did not entitle the nurses to proceed to
any higher education, except for a few ..f; . . ; �-

courses conducted by the Post Basic Lighting The Traditional Oil Lamp At The 1'' AGM By
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School of Nursing of the Department of ..._ __ ....:;:��=��=��.2!:.������::!.l..----1
Health Services. three year diploma program, which does not permit

In the late 1960's as Chief Nursing Education them to proceed to higher education, a human right
Officer of the Ministry of Health, I had to fight a very denied. Now because of the nucleus of B.Sc.(N)
hard battle to keep the three year program in tact graduates from the Open University of Sri Lanka, the
because there was a very serious effort to downgrade other nurses have opened their vision and are anxious
the three year program to two years, a step would have to obtain higher education. This is the trend in most
prevented our nurses from obtaining any acceptance countries. 
and recognition in any foreign country. There was The opening of a new Gateway to University
intense official and political pressure for a long time Education for our nurses has created an urgency to
to effect this change, but with the assistance of a few unite, and today, we have an unprecedented agreement
other Nurs�ng Leaders this retrograde step was amongst all categories of Nurses, Professional
suppressed, perhaps, forever. Such dangers can arise Nursing Associations, and Trade Unions of Nurses,
in the future too. The price , we nurses have to pay, is for a proposal to provide higher education for our
eternal vigilance, to challenge and suppress any effort nurses by the Conventional Universities. This is the
to downgrade the Standard of Nursing Education in first time that such a consensus has manifested in the
Sri Lanka. Nursing Service. We should be grateful for the few

Time and circumstances have now provided universities that have come up with the suggestion to
other horizons for nurses in Sri Lanka. In 1994, the provide University Education for Nurses. This unity
Open University with assistance from the Athabasca we have achieved amongst all categories of nurses,
University, Canada, and funding from the CIDA should be maintained at whatever cost. All other
commenced a degree-awarding program assisted by a professions like medicine, law, and engineering etc.
few dedicated Sri Lankan Educationists. That have provision to obtain higher education for their
programme has, up to now, produced nearly 200 B.Sc members. Now the time has come to rectify this
(N) graduates and of these 25 have already obtained anomaly and for all our nurses to work together to
their Master's degree. Two of them are reading for achieve this new dimension in Nursing Education.
their PhD. Nurses now are no more satisfied with the
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